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December 17, 1897 1384 

BRAZIL. 

Sanitary report from Rio. 

Eio de Janeiro, November 15, 1897. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit the report for the week ended 
November 13, 1897 : 

There were 5 deaths from accesso pernicioso, a decrease of 1 ; none 
from smallpox, 1 in the foregoing week ; 6 from beriberi, an increase of 
5; 2 from enteric fever, an increase of 2; 1 from whooping cough, 
none in the foregoing week ; 61 from tuberculosis, an increase of 16, 
and 286 from all causes, an increase of 46. I think the large increase 
in the number of deaths is due to the increased number from pulmonary 
diseases, including tuberculosis, caused by the very unseasonable 
weather we are having. Another result is the almost disappearance of 
yellow fever. 

Since last report the following-named ships have been inspected or 
received bills of health from this office: November 9, ship Columbus, 
Eussian, for Sapelo Sound, Ga. ; bark Guiseppe Pignone, Italian, for 
Pensacola, Pla.; bark Lancefield, British, for Savannah, Ga. November 

10, steamship Amalfi, German, for New York from Santos. November 

11, steamship Kaffir Prince, British, for Pernambuco. November 12, 
steamship Bellanoch, British, for New York. November 13, bark Kel- 
verdale, British, for Sandy Hook, N. Y. 

Eespectfully, yours, E. Cleary, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

CUBA. 

Smallpox and yellow fever in Cuban seaports. 

December 7 : The United States consul at Cardenas reports that dur- 
ing the week ended December 4 there was in that city no death from 
yellow fever and no death from smallpox. 

December 6: The United States consul at Cienfuegos reports that 
during the week ended December 5 there was in that city no death 
from yellow fever and 1 death from smallpox. 

December 11 : The United States sanitary inspector at Habana reports 
that during the week ended December 9 there were in that city 6 
deaths from yellow fever and 6 deaths from smallpox. 

December 10: The United States consul at Matanzas reports that 
during the two weeks ended December 8 there was in that city 1 
death from yellow fever. 

December 9 : The United States sanitary inspector at Habana reports 
that during the week ended December 9 there were in the city of 
Eegla 3 deaths from yellow fever. 

December 6 : The United States consul at Sagua la Grande reports 
that during the week ended December 4 there were in that city 5 
cases of yellow fever and 33 cases and 8 deaths from smallpox. 

December 4: The United States sanitary inspector at Santiago 
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reports that during the two weeks ended December 4, there were in 
that city 3 deaths from yellow fever. 

Habana, Cuba, December 7, 1897. 

Sik : I have the honor to transmit the following report of this office 
for the month of November, 1897. Sanitary Inspector Burgess was 
taken sick on November 5, when I assumed temporary charge and 
have conducted the service to date. 

The sanitary conditions of the city are unchanged and the death rate 
has steadily increased each month, for while the deaths from yellow 
fever and other diseases prevailing during the warm, rainy season have 
decreased, on the other hand intestinal diseases, enteric fever, and 
smallpox have shown a higher mortality. The number of deaths from 
yellow fever have steadily decreased since the middle of the summer, 
the decrease being due, first, to the establishment of military hospitals 
outside of infected towns, and later on the decrease has been due to the 
cool weather, or rather a temperature below 70°. 

Enteric fever does not seem to exist to any extent beyond the limits 
of the military hospitals, but it appears to be very fatal in those insti- 
tutions. The deaths from malarial fevers have also increased, and I 
notice that the term "tifus malaria" of late has occurred often in the 
mortuary records. This term is applied to that form of malarial fever 
designated in the United States as "typho-inalarial." 

There is no diminution in the deaths from enteritis, dysentery, and 
diarrhea, and in fact the deaths from enteritis in the military hospitals 
are increasing so rapidly that I have felt it was due to some cause not 
heretofore existing. 

It is evident that the contracted food supply has at last reached that 
point where no food stuffs are delivered without immediate payment. 
There has been no recent influx of reconcentrados, and of the remain- 
ing persons it may be said that their condition is somewhat improved, 
although the streets are still filled with these people who invariably 
present a half starved condition. Smallpox is increasing, not rapidly, 
but enough to warrant a recommendation that vaccination at this office 
be kept up during the winter months. Beriberi, confined to the Chinese 
population up to a short time ago, is said to exist to some extent among 
the natives of the lower class, but I have not observed the disease 
except among the Chinese. 

It may be well to mention that the disease is reported as spreading in 
Matanzas ; this I learn from a fairly reliable source. It will be seen 
that 2 deaths from leprosy occurred during the past month. These 
deaths did not occur in the lepers' hospital, but at private residences, 
and it is no unusual sight to see lepers on the streets. The harbor work 
has increased over the preceding months, and has kept Assistant Sani- 
tary Inspector Dudley on the harbor several hours daily. It often 
occurs that notice is given this office of the immediate sailing of vessels, 
when a bill of health is prepared and signed by the consul, and an 
inspection made of the crews and vessels, only to discover that the 
vessels would not be ready to proceed to sea, and in some cases their 
departure would be delayed two or three days, which would necessarily 
call for that many inspections. 
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The following table will show the movement of vessels : 






Class. 


Ameri- 
can. 


Brit- 
ish. 

7 


Span- 
ish. 


Colum- 
bian. 


Nor- 
wegian. 


Ger- 
man. 


Total. 




22 
3 
1 
1 
8 


12 

2 


3 


2 


2 


48 




5 










1 














1 














8 


















35 


7 


14 


3 


2 


2 


63 







Passengers 299 

Crews 2,065 

Total persons inspected 2,364 

I would again report that the steamships of the Spanish line plying 
between this port and New York are not observing the regulation 
regarding certificates from this office. 

It is enforced with American citizens, so far as I can observe, but it 
is not considered a necessity for other persons to obtain them, and this 
condition of affairs is exemplified with the sailing of every steamer. 

While the danger of yellow fever appearing at a port in the United 
States may be past, there is still danger from smallpox, and I would 
recommend that the regulation covering the ground be enforced. 
During the month of December there will be an exodus of Cubans to the 
Florida ports, and I will persist in vaccination and revaccination in 
every instance where it is needed, as this class of passengers always 
requires close watching. 

Very respectfully, W. P. Brunner, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 



[Inclosure.] 
Mortality of the city of Habana and the town of Begla for the month of November, 1897. 





Habana. 


Regla. 


Total. 




48 

105 

53 

111 

4 

10 

96 

359 

170 

44 

33 

41 

247 

27 

2 


53 
8 
5 

24 


101 




113 




58 




135 




4 






10 




14 

62 
109 

25 
1 
6 

26 
1 


110 




421 




279 




69 




34 




47 




273 




28 




2 






2,317 














139.00 
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Comparative mortality for the nix months ending November 30, 1897, toith deaths from intes- 
tinal diseases. 



■ Deaths 
months. : in £-al 
diseases. 


Deaths 
from all 
causes. 


Annual 
ratio 

per 1,000. 


Months. 


Deaths 

from 

intestinal 

diseases. 

411 
729 
769 


Deaths 
from all 
causes. 


Annual 

ratio 
per 1,000. 




1,041 
1,193 
1,439 


62.46 
71.52 
X6.34 




1,778 
2,272 
2,317 


106.68 


Julv 1 171 




136.32 






139.00 









Sanitary report from Habana. 

Habana, Cuba, December 11, 1897. 

Sib : I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended Thursday, December 9, 1897, with the table of mortality for the 
period stated. The temperature has been lower during the past week 
than at any other time during the present season, and no rain has fallen, 
giving a dry atmosphere. 

The number of deaths from yellow fever has decreased with the coo! 
weather, but there appears to be marked diminution of cases and 
deaths from enteric fever. Malarial fevers still furnish the summer 
quota of deaths ; in fact, there are more deaths from these fevers now 
than there were during the rainy season. 

Smallpox continues to increase, and will do so during the present 
winter. From the mortality table it will be noticed that there were 6 
deaths from that disease ; of that number but 1 occurred in the mili- 
tary hospitals. 

There is a civil hospital, called the Quinta del Rey, which furnishes 
a large per cent of the deaths occurring from this disease. 

Intestinal diseases show a slight decrease in comparison with the 
past few weeks. The total deaths have decreased also, but I do not 
believe the death rate will continue to show any marked diminution, 
even though the official reports should so present it, as the conditions 
are nearly all present now that have existed for months. 

The harbor work is still heavy. Many vessels are now leaving this 
harbor for the United States. The cattle business with Florida has 
been almost finished. The trade seems to have been diverted from 
Florida to New Orleans and Galveston, evidently on account of the bad 
condition of the Florida cattle on arrival here. 

The Morgan line of steamers from New Orleans has sent 3 steamers 
within the past ten days, while there is a steamer from Galveston once 
every five days. The vessels from Galveston bring cotton in their 
lower holds, and after discharging their cargo of cattle proceed to New 
York and Boston. 

The New Orleans steamers having cattle discharge them at one of 
the Eegla wharves, but do not remain at said wharf any longer than 
two hours, going out into the stream as soon as the cattle are removed 
from the ship. 

Inquiries are being made about the storing of sugar, preparatory to 
its shipment to the United States, and I have advised parties so inter- 
ested not to place the material in any warehouse which has been used 
as a military hospital at any time during the present war. 

It appears to be the belief that more sugar will be made this year 
than last. 

Shippers of horsehair, glue stock, and other kindred material, all 



